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Under the Sea:  Calypso music.

? What is Syncopation?

Syncopation is the changing of the 
emphasis in rhythm so the normally 

‘weaker’ beats become the stronger beats.

Strong Beats 1,2,3 and 4
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Although the first 
instruments used 
were quite simple,  
over time their 
construction has 
become more 
complex.  Let’s see.

https://youtu.be/3CON6J1HBg0?t=108
https://youtu.be/3CON6J1HBg0?t=108
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When a different 
panel is struck 

using the mallets 
then a different 

note is produced.



Ping Pongs

Guitars

Cellos

Double 
Seconds

Basses

The Basses come in sets of 5.
They are complete oil drums 
and have 4 notes per face.

These are mainly for playing 
the bass line or the root 

position of the chord.

Close Pop Up

The Double seconds often 
play the rhythm within the 

steel band.

The also provide harmony 
often play both 3rd and 5th

intervals.

Close Pop Up

The cellos come in sets of 
threes and provide rhythm in 

the steel band

The also provide harmony 
often play both 3rd and 5th

intervals.

Close Pop Up

The guitars come in pairs and 
provide rhythm in the steel 

band

The also provide counter 
melodies

Close Pop Up

The ping pongs are the 
highest pitched instruments in 

the steel band.

The provide the melodies.

There are 23 notes on a ping 
pong.

Close Pop Up


